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Assignment No 1 

Q.1 What are the special needs of the children with respect to their 

abilities and disabilities? How could a teacher of general education 

assess or screen out the children with diverse needs in his/her 

classroom? 

Children with diverse needs have a wide range of abilities and 

disabilities, requiring individualized support to thrive in the educational 

environment. Some of the special needs that teachers may encounter in 

their classrooms include: 

1. Learning Disabilities: Students with learning disabilities may have 

difficulties in reading, writing, math, or processing information. They may 

require alternative teaching methods and accommodations to access the 

curriculum effectively. 

2. Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD): Children with ADHD 

may struggle with focus, impulsivity, and hyperactivity. Teachers can 

identify these students by observing their attention span and behavioral 

patterns in class. 

3. Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD): Students with ASD may exhibit 

challenges in social communication, sensory processing, and repetitive 

behaviors. Teachers can identify potential signs through observations of 

social interactions and communication skills. 

4. Intellectual Disabilities: Children with intellectual disabilities may have 

limitations in intellectual functioning and adaptive behavior. Teachers 

can assess their abilities through academic performance and adaptive 

skills. 

5. Emotional and Behavioral Disorders: Students with emotional and 

behavioral disorders may display difficulties in managing emotions and 

behaviors. Teachers can identify these needs through observations of 

their behavior and interactions with peers and authority figures. 

6. Physical Disabilities: Children with physical disabilities may have 

mobility impairments or other physical challenges. Teachers can identify 



www.ajkacademy.com 
these needs through visible physical limitations or medical 

documentation. 

To assess or screen out children with diverse needs in a general 

education classroom, teachers can employ various strategies: 

1. Observation: Teachers can observe students' behaviors, interactions, 

and academic performance to identify potential signs of diverse needs. 

2. Formal Assessments: Standardized tests and academic assessments can 

provide valuable insights into a student's strengths and weaknesses. 

3. Checklists and Questionnaires: Using checklists or questionnaires can 

help teachers gather information from parents and other professionals 

about a student's developmental milestones and potential challenges. 

4. Individualized Education Plan (IEP) Meetings: Collaboration with 

parents, special education teachers, and support staff in IEP meetings 

can provide valuable information about a student's unique needs. 

5. Response to Intervention (RTI): Implementing RTI frameworks allows 

teachers to provide targeted support and monitor students' progress to 

identify those who may need additional help. 

6. Screening Tools: Using screening tools designed for specific disabilities 

or challenges can help identify students who may require further 

assessment. 

By using a combination of these assessment methods, teachers can 

effectively identify and support students with diverse needs, ensuring an 

inclusive and supportive learning environment for all. 

 

Q.2 Inclusive education concept is quite new in Pakistan, that's why, 

educationist or teachers mostly mix it with mainstreaming or 

integration. As a prospective teacher, how will you define inclusive 

education? How will it be different from the concepts of integration 

and mainstream? 
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Inclusive education is an approach to education that ensures all students, 

including those with diverse needs and abilities, are provided with equal 

opportunities to participate in the general education classroom. It 

focuses on embracing and celebrating diversity, promoting the full 

participation and success of every student, and fostering a sense of 

belonging and community within the school environment. 

As a prospective teacher, my definition of inclusive education would 

emphasize the following principles: 

1. Diversity and Individuality: Inclusive education recognizes and values 

the diversity of students, acknowledging that each individual learns 

differently and has unique strengths and needs. 

2. Equity and Accessibility: It advocates for equitable access to quality 

education for all students, regardless of their background, ability, or 

disability. 

3. Collaboration and Teamwork: Inclusive education involves 

collaboration among teachers, support staff, parents, and the community 

to create a supportive and inclusive learning environment. 

4. Differentiated Instruction: Inclusive classrooms adopt differentiated 

instruction to meet the diverse learning needs of students, providing 

multiple pathways to learning and success. 

5. Positive Learning Environment: Inclusive education fosters a positive 

and accepting school culture that values and respects all students, 

promoting a sense of belonging and self-worth. 

In contrast, integration and mainstreaming are related concepts, but they 

differ from inclusive education: 

Integration: Integration involves placing students with diverse needs 

into the general education classroom while offering minimal additional 

support or accommodations. This approach may lead to isolated 

experiences for students with diverse needs, limiting their full 

participation and engagement. 

Mainstreaming: Mainstreaming involves placing students with diverse 

needs into the general education classroom for certain subjects or 

activities while providing additional support outside of the classroom. 
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This approach may result in a lack of continuity in support and limited 

interactions with peers in the general education setting. 

Difference from Inclusive Education: The main difference between 

inclusive education and integration/mainstreaming lies in the level of 

support and commitment to meeting the diverse needs of all students. 

Inclusive education focuses on providing appropriate and individualized 

support within the general education classroom, promoting a sense of 

belonging and participation. It embraces the idea that diversity enriches 

the learning experience and benefits all students. 

In summary, inclusive education goes beyond mere placement of 

students with diverse needs in the general education classroom. It is a 

philosophy that celebrates diversity, promotes equity and accessibility, 

encourages collaboration, and fosters a positive and accepting learning 

environment for all students. 

 

Q.3 How does the federal laws in Pakistan permit the placement of 

special needs in the regular classroom? 

In Pakistan, the placement of students with special needs in regular 

classrooms is guided by several federal laws and policies that aim to 

promote inclusive education. The following laws permit the placement of 

special needs students in regular classrooms: 

1. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2017: The NEP emphasizes the 

right to education for all children, including those with disabilities. It 

advocates for inclusive education and encourages schools to make 

necessary accommodations to ensure the participation and learning of 

all students. 

2. The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act 2018: This act safeguards 

the rights of persons with disabilities and promotes their inclusion in all 

aspects of life, including education. It requires educational institutions to 
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provide reasonable accommodations and support for students with 

disabilities to ensure their access to education. 

3. The Punjab Inclusive Education Policy: The government of Punjab 

formulated an inclusive education policy to ensure the inclusion of 

students with disabilities in regular classrooms. It aims to create an 

enabling environment that caters to the diverse needs of all students. 

4. The Sindh Inclusive Education Policy: Similarly, the government of 

Sindh developed an inclusive education policy to support the inclusion 

of students with disabilities in mainstream schools. It focuses on 

providing necessary support and resources to meet the unique needs of 

these students. 

5. The Balochistan Inclusive Education Policy: The government of 

Balochistan also has an inclusive education policy that supports the 

placement of students with disabilities in regular classrooms. It promotes 

the training of teachers and the provision of necessary resources to 

create an inclusive learning environment. 

6. The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Inclusive Education Policy: The 

government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has an inclusive education policy 

that emphasizes the provision of support and accommodations for 

students with disabilities in mainstream schools. 

These federal laws and policies collectively support the placement of 

students with special needs in regular classrooms. They call for an 

inclusive and accessible educational environment, ensuring that all 

children have equal opportunities to learn and participate in the learning 

process. 

 

Q.4 Mainstreaming becomes easier, if we have a resource room. 

Name the professionals with their role, required in the resource 

room of a mainstream school? 

A resource room in a mainstream school is a dedicated space that 

provides additional support and specialized instruction for students with 
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diverse needs. To ensure effective mainstreaming and address the 

unique needs of students, the resource room may be staffed with various 

professionals, each playing a specific role: 

1. Special Education Teacher: The special education teacher is the primary 

professional in the resource room. They design and implement 

individualized education plans (IEPs) for students, provide targeted 

instruction, and collaborate with general education teachers to support 

inclusive practices. 

2. Learning Support Assistants: Learning support assistants, also known 

as paraprofessionals or teacher aides, work closely with the special 

education teacher to provide one-on-one or small group support to 

students with diverse needs. 

3. Speech-Language Pathologist: The speech-language pathologist 

supports students with speech and language disorders. They provide 

therapy to improve communication skills and help students overcome 

language challenges. 

4. Occupational Therapist (OT): An occupational therapist addresses 

students' sensory and motor needs. They work on developing fine motor 

skills and sensory integration to enhance students' functional abilities. 

5. Physical Therapist (PT): A physical therapist focuses on students' gross 

motor skills and mobility. They assist students with physical disabilities or 

motor challenges to improve their physical functioning. 

6. Psychologist/Counselor: A psychologist or counselor in the resource 

room provides social-emotional support to students, addressing 

behavioral challenges and emotional well-being. 

7. Adaptive Technology Specialist: An adaptive technology specialist 

assists in the selection and implementation of technology tools and 

assistive devices that aid students with disabilities in their learning 

process. 

8. Resource Room Coordinator: The resource room coordinator oversees 

the overall functioning of the resource room, facilitates collaboration 

with general education teachers, and ensures the smooth 

implementation of support services. 

9. Parent/Guardian Liaison: The parent or guardian liaison maintains 

regular communication with parents or guardians of students in the 
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resource room, keeping them informed about their child's progress and 

coordinating support outside of school. 

10. Inclusive Education Facilitator: In some cases, schools may have 

an inclusive education facilitator who works across classrooms to 

promote inclusive practices, support teachers, and facilitate 

collaboration. 

Having a team of dedicated professionals in the resource room ensures 

that students with diverse needs receive the necessary support and 

accommodations to succeed in the mainstream classroom environment. 

 

Q.5 What is evaluation? How does the evaluation different from 

progress monitoring? 

Evaluation: Evaluation in education refers to the systematic assessment 

and measurement of students' learning outcomes and performance. It 

involves gathering information about students' knowledge, skills, and 

abilities to determine their academic progress and achievement. 

Evaluations can take various forms, including tests, quizzes, projects, 

presentations, and performance assessments. 

Key aspects of evaluation in education include: 

1. Grading and Scoring: Evaluations often involve assigning grades or 

scores to students' work based on predefined criteria and standards. 

2. Summative Assessment: Evaluation may include summative 

assessments, which are conducted at the end of a learning period to 

assess overall learning outcomes. 

3. Formative Assessment: Evaluation can also include formative 

assessments, which are ongoing assessments throughout the learning 

process to provide feedback and guide instruction. 

4. Feedback and Improvement: Evaluation provides students with 

feedback on their strengths and areas for improvement, facilitating 

learning and academic growth. 
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5. Comparative Analysis: Evaluation may involve comparing students' 

performance with predefined benchmarks or comparing students' 

performance within the classroom or school. 

Progress Monitoring: Progress monitoring, on the other hand, focuses 

on regularly tracking students' academic progress and growth over time. 

It involves using multiple assessments and data points to measure 

students' performance at different intervals during the learning process. 

Progress monitoring is an essential component of Response to 

Intervention (RTI) frameworks and other data-driven instructional 

approaches. 

Key aspects of progress monitoring in education include: 

1. Frequent Assessment: Progress monitoring involves administering 

assessments more frequently than traditional evaluations to track 

students' progress over short intervals. 

2. Data-Driven Decision Making: The data collected through progress 

monitoring is used to make informed decisions about instructional 

strategies and interventions. 

3. Identifying At-Risk Students: Progress monitoring helps identify 

students who may be falling behind academically, allowing for timely 

interventions. 

4. Adjusting Instruction: Based on progress monitoring data, teachers can 

modify their instructional approaches to meet individual student needs. 

5. Continuous Improvement: Progress monitoring is an ongoing process, 

promoting continuous improvement in students' learning outcomes. 

In summary, evaluation in education involves the systematic assessment 

of students' learning outcomes through various assessments, while 

progress monitoring focuses on regularly tracking students' academic 

progress over time. Evaluation often includes summative and formative 

assessments, while progress monitoring involves frequent and data-

driven assessments to inform instructional decision-making and support 

student growth. Both evaluation and progress monitoring are essential 

tools for promoting effective teaching and student learning. 

 


